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The Delhi Historical Society is pleased to present United by High Water: 
The Great Flood of 1937 from April 28-November 30, an exhibit created 
by Mount St. Joseph University students commemorating the 80th anni-
versary of the 1937 flood of the Ohio River in Cincinnati.  Come explore 
the impact this natural disaster had on our riverside city and how com-
munities united to help each other through this difficult time. Highlights 
include personal stories, extraordinary photos of Cincinnati under water, 
and an analysis of the weather patterns that caused the 80ft. flood.  Join 
us at 7 pm on Friday, April 28th for an opening reception and meet 
the students who designed the exhibit. 

Upcoming
 Events

Open Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
and Sundays 12:30-3.
(Closed Easter Sunday)

Other days and times        
available by appointment. 
Please schedule at least two 
weeks in advance!
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Preserving our Past for the Future

Farmhouse 
Museum

United by High Water: 
The Great Flood of 1937

Flower Sale April 28-May 7!

Navigation on the Ohio River, Then 
and Now
May 8, 2017
Delhi Lodge 7:00pm

Volunteer Appreciation Social
May 3, 2017
Farmhouse 7:00pm

Flood Exhibit Opening
April 28, 2017
Farmhouse 7:00pm

New Richmond, Ohio Tour
May 20, 2017
Meet at the Farmhouse 8:30

Flower Sale!
April 28-May 7, 2017
Farmhouse 7:00pm

Our spring annual flower sale be-
gins Saturday, April 29. Special 
pre-sale at the opening of the 1937 
Flood Exhibit Friday evening, April 
29. Beautiful spring bedding plants 
in bloom in our greenhouse at 468 
Anderson Ferry Road. 4-inch pots.  
Hours are 12-3 pm daily through 
May 7 or until they are gone. 
Shop early for the best selection.

May 10, 2017: Navigation on the Ohio 
River, Then and Now. 

Retired firefighter, Shelby Louden will share stories of 
navigation on the Ohio River. Shelby’s father, Harry  
worked for the Army Corps of Engineers for from 
1925-1965 and was Captian of the Delta Queen from 
1966-1986. From his father, Shelby learned many sto-
ries about the Ohio River. Join us at 7pm at the Delhi 
Park Lodge for this fascinating presentation!

Get Mom A Priceless Cookbook 
This Mother’s Day!

Over the last year, Delhi Township collected over 
200 pages of local recipes passed down through 
generations. Whether it be appetizers, side dish-
es, a main dish or dessert, these recipes will not 
fail to bring smiles to your family gatherings!
Order yours at www.delhihistoricalsociety.org or 
call us at 513-451-4313.
Remember, we deliver for free in the Delhi area. 
Just check “pickup” under delivery options and 
complete “delivery options” at final checkout.
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Keep an eye on the farmhouse sign in the coming 
months! We are excited to annouce that we are 
replacing our sign. The new sign will be 2-sided 
and located closer to the road at an angle mak-
ing it more visable to people driving down Ander-
son Ferry.  We hope this will catch more eyes and 
bring in new visitors!

On February 14th as the Flood’s drama continued, 
a fire started in the engine room of the Mother-
house in the early hours of the morning. The Sis-
ters sprang into action and began evacuating, 
saving the Blessed Sacrament and sacred vessels, 
and helping Sisters in the next door Infirmary out 
of the building, 16 bedridden Sisters being taken 
to the hospital by police car. When the Delhi Fire 
Department rushed to the scene, though, they 
were confronted with an unexpected difficulty as 
their source of water - the Motherhouse well - was 
found to be extremely low due to the community’s 
use of the water during the weeks preceding. On 
top of this, the pumping capacity of the Cincinna-
ti Waterworks was nearly nonexistent as the water 
pressure was too low. Other fire departments in the 
city of Cincinnati came to help, and after 13 hours 
of fighting, the fire was put out. Pete Pritchard of 
the Delhi Fire Museum labels this as the first big 
test of the Delhi Fire Department, and a significant 
moment of unity in the community during tragedy.

Beyond the memories of the loss and destruction 
caused by the 1937 Flood, what has long prevailed 
in people’s minds is the way the community came 
together to overcome the Flood and help their 
neighbors through the crisis. Delhi’s strength and 
compassion during the event fostered a bond in its 
residents that has lasted 80 years since.

80 years after the 1937 Flood shocked the Ohio 
River Valley, it remains the worst natural disaster 
in Cincinnati’s history. After twelve days of heavy 
rainfall from January 13th to the 24th, the Ohio 
River began to rise rapidly, reaching a record crest 
of 79.9 feet by the 24th, a day known as “Black 
Sunday” because of the severity of the flood and 
a terrible fire in the Mill Creek area that took over 
12 hours to put out. An estimated 100,000 peo-
ple in the Greater Cincinnati area were left home-
less by the end of the Flood, and even those away 
from the rising water faced difficulties as the city 
suffered from a lack of clean water, electricity, and 
transportation.

While downtown Cincinnati is perhaps the most 
noted setting of the Flood, Delhi saw a great deal 
of action in the events of 1937. Much of the ba-
sin area by the river was underwater, and many 
houses and buildings were destroyed or at the 
least damaged. A place for refugees was made 
necessary, and the Sisters of Charity opened their 
doors to welcome in many from the community 
and the rest of the city. When the demand for 
clean water came, the well at the old College of 
Mount St. Joseph location at the Sisters of Charity 
Motherhouse was used to provide drinking water 
not only for the residents of Delhi, but for those 
in surrounding communities, including Price Hill. 
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New Sign for Farmhouse!

New Richmond Bus Tour
Join the Delhi Historical Society on Saturday, May 
20 when we hit the road to learn about New Rich-
mond, Ohio! Located about twenty miles east 
of Cincinnati on the shore of the Ohio River, the 
town’s history is known as a center of commerce 
and for its abolition movement during the 19th 
century. Businesses boomed due to steamboat 
traffic and the various mills located throughout 
the small town. Many people were abolitionists 
and freedom defenders. Whether it was starting a 
school that was open to all students regardless of 
race and sex, or creating a risky abolitionist news-
paper, the town’s people also made history. New 
Richmond has two nationally recognized Under-
ground Railroad Network to Freedom sites. Join 
us to learn more about our Eastside neighbors!

 The tour will depart from the DHS farmhouse at 
9am and travel to downtown New Richmond for a 
walking tour. We will then hop back on the bus to 
travel to the Grant Birthplace for a tour. Then re-
turn to the Front Street Cafe for lunch! The cost is 
$30/member, $35/non member (Lunch included). 
Please call 513-451-4313 to make your reserva-
tion by May 13. Mail checks to 
Delhi Historical Society
468 Anderson Ferry Road
Cincinnati, OH 45238

RESERVATIONS REQUIRED, LIMITED SEATING

Members Charlie Lipps, Mary Elaine Schoener, 
Carol Thiemann and Dot Litzinger all passed 
away recently. Our sympathy goes out to their 
families, and also to member Jack Ryan, whose 
wife Carole died in early April.

Condolences 

Guest writer: Carolyn Kesterman, Mount Saint Joseph University

Photo courtesy of the Sisters of Charity Archives, rights retained.


